
 

 

 

INFORMATION LETTER #2 – TRAVEL AND HOUSING ARRANGEMENTS 

This is another in a series of communications designed to help prepare you for your upcoming year of 

study at the Midrasha. In this letter you will find detailed information describing both group flight and 

housing arrangements for this coming year. 

TRAVEL 

We are happy to announce that registration for the Midrasha's group flight is now open. 

Flight details for North American students are as follows: 

You will be flying on El Al flight #028, departing from Newark Airport on Monday, August 29th, 2022 at 

1:30 PM. Check in is four hours prior to takeoff. The flight will be arriving at Ben Gurion airport at 6:55 

AM on Tuesday, August 30th. We look forward to greeting you upon your arrival at the airport.  

Stuart Katz, director of Tal Tours will be handling the flight arrangements for our group.Students who 

book through Tal Tours will be flying on an open ended ticket, meaning that you will be able to choose 

the date for your return trip at any point later in the year, and will be eligible for a complimentary second 

suitcase (in both directions). The fare, including all taxes and fees is US $1530.00. This fare includes a 

US $30.00 surcharge that we take to cover the costs of transporting your luggage from the airport. 

Students who do not book through Tal Travel but are picked up at the airport will be required to pay this 

fee separately. 

To reserve your space on the group flight just follow the simple registration procedures as detailed on 

the form found here. Due to ELAL group flight regulations, the deadline for booking the group flight at 

this fare is Sunday, May 6th. Any questions regarding booking this flight through our agent should be 

directed directly to Stuart Katz. He can be reached at stuart@taltours.com or at (516) 825-0966. 

North American students are not required to use this flight, nor are you required to use Tal Tours as 

your agent. Nonetheless, due to potential isolation requirements all students must arrive on Tuesday, 

August 30th. We therefore strongly recommend that all students book a seat on the group flight. In any 

event, all students must book a flight scheduled to arrive on Tuesday, August 30th.    

As mentioned above, the group flight ticket is an open-ended, full year ticket. For visa renewal 

purposes please be sure that your passport is valid at least until January, 2024. If your passport 

is not valid to January 2024 please make an appointment now to renew your passport, as the waiting 

times for new passports can still be quite lengthy due to Covid backlogs. 

Please note that students are expected to participate in all educational programs and tiyulim, and you 

should not book flights that conflict with our term dates. This is true if you intend on returning home for 

vacation periods, as well as for your return flight home. According to El Al regulations, passengers 

https://forms.gle/E189Ke1fs5SNe8zQ6


flying on an open ticket must book a direct return flight, meaning that you cannot use this ticket if you 

wish to make a stopover in Europe before returning home. 

Flight details for British and European students 

Due to El AL ticketing policies, it is less expensive to book tickets directly in England or Europe as 

opposed to arranging a group flight from Israel. As a result, we do not sponsor a formal group flight 

from England. If you are registered through the Bnei Akiva Torani scheme, your flight arrangements will 

be coordinated through Bnei Akiva UK. 

If you are not traveling with Torani, we ask that you please send the details of your independent travel 

plans as soon as possible to Leiba at office@harova.org. In any event, all students must arrive in 

Israel on Tuesday, August 30th. 

HOUSING 

At the end of this section you will find a link to our Housing Preference form. Before filling it out, please 
read this section carefully. Experience has shown that the students who are most satisfied with their 
housing are those who have fully familiarized themselves with all their options before making housing 
requests.    

As you are aware, students are housed in either our dormitory or in area apartments. Please let us 
know if you have a preference for dormitory or apartment housing. When making your decision, keep 
the following information in mind: 

 The number of students in apartments and dormitory rooms varies, based on the size of 
a given apartment or dorm room.  

 Three meals a day are provided for all students in the Yesod Yosef dining hall.  
 Both the dormitory and the apartments have kitchenettes equipped with refrigerators, 

burners, microwaves and toaster ovens.  
 All apartments are within close proximity (two – three minutes) of the Midrasha. Each 

apartment is secured by a code-pad lock. In order to ensure maximum security, all 
entrances to the apartments are monitored by closed circuit cameras that are wired to 
our guard booths in both the Midrasha and the dormitory.  

 Of course, there is no difference between the dormitory and the apartment residents in 
regard to security regulations such as curfew. 

 Please note that no pets (even cute little furry ones!) are allowed in the dorms or 
the apartments.  

In order to help you choose a roommate, we will be sending a link to the full list of all incoming Northern 
Hemisphere students along with their email addresses and WhatsApp numbers. Please feel free to 
contact other students. In general, it is necessary for both students to request one another as 
roommates in order for the request to be honored. It is not uncommon for students not to specify 
roommates. This could be a real opportunity to connect and become good friends with some wonderful 
people. If you do not request specific people, you will be placed based on your other specifications. 

Please keep in mind that space considerations may prevent us from honoring your first 
preference in terms of residence. Your understanding is greatly appreciated. 

If you have any questions or concerns please be in touch with our Dean of Students, Devorah Starr, at 
devorah@harova.org. 



Please click this link to access our “Housing Preference Form – 5783”. We ask that you complete the 
form and press “submit” as soon as possible. In any event, the deadline for submission of the form 
is Sunday, March 27th. (If you have any difficulty submitting the form, please be in touch with Leiba at 
office@harova.org.)  

We can’t wait to see you all in Ellul! 

Rabbi Michael Susman 

Associate Director 

  

  

  

  

 

 

https://forms.gle/krDARk7RAb5nnHbGA

