
May, 2020 
 
Information Letter #4 
 
I hope that you and your family are healthy and well.  
 
As we have already communicated to you, we are planning on our announced starting date of 
August 25th, and the continued trajectory of Israel’s reopening makes us cautiously optimistic 
that we will be able to do so. We are looking forward to your arrival! 
 
Of course, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, we are dealing with many unknowns.  So 
please understand that much of what we are sending you here relates to the situation 
under normal circumstances.  If something changes, we will of course let you know right 
away – things in the world are in flux and change all the time.  
 
Obtaining a Visa 
 
Every student is automatically issued a three month tourist visa upon arrival in Israel. This visa 
must be renewed or extended before the three month period expires – the Midrasha will renew 
visas as a group, as will be discussed below. 
 
Ideally, your passport should be valid until at least February 2022. At present, due to 
Covid-19 restrictions,  you may not be able to renew your passport.  If your passport is 
set to expire prior to this date please let us know. 

 
Please note – there are 3 categories discussed in this letter: 
 

● Standard visa renewal 
● Students who are not yet 18 
● Students who are Israeli or have a parent who is Israeli 

 
For standard situations, the Midrasha will manage renewal of your visa as a student visa, and it 
will be valid for the remainder of the academic year. During the renewal process we will take 
your passport to the Interior Ministry for you. There is no need for you to go to the Ministry 
yourself, and your passport will be returned to you at the end of the day.  
 
You may be aware that you can apply for a student visa at a local Israeli consulate prior to 
arrival in Israel. While any student may take advantage of this option, it is unnecessary as due 
to bureaucratic requirements we will in any case need to have the visa reissued here. The only 
students who must have a visa issued before arrival are those who have not yet turned 
18, as explained in the next section. 

 
 



 
Students Who Are Not Yet 18 Years Of Age 
  
Students under the age of 18 are still minors and we can not renew their visas without 
parental permission. If you will be turning 18 after December 1st, 2020 both of your parents will 
need to attest to their willingness to have you receive a student visa. As a result, you should 
contact the nearest consulate to apply for a student visa.  
 
NOTE: If you have an Israeli passport, you need not go through this process even if you are 
minor. However we ask that you send us a copy of the main page of your Israeli passport for our 
records. 
 
Israeli Citizens 
 
The information in this section is relevant to any student who has a parent who at any 
point ever held Israeli citizenship or an Israeli passport. In this case, you are considered 
by the Israeli authorities to be a de facto Israeli citizen. 
 
As we noted in a previous mailing, students who are Israeli citizens or who have a parent who is 
Israeli should check in with the local consulate prior to coming to Israel to avoid unnecessary 
hassles here. You must arrange for an Israeli passport (if you don't already have one) and file 
for an exemption (not a deferment!) from army service.  
 
Under normal circumstances, you would need to appear personally at the consulate in 
order to apply for a passport. Since the consulates are currently closed for personal 
appointments, you will need to contact them by email and ask how you can obtain a 
passport. Please keep us updated regarding your progress obtaining a passport - we are 
happy to help in any way that we can. 
 
To all - If you have any question whatsoever regarding your visa status please do not hesitate 
to contact us. We will be happy to help clarify any questions. 
 
Group Flight Information 

We are unable to confirm any group flight information as EL Al has currently suspended 
operations. We understand that it is difficult to plan for the beginning of the school year without 
these details , but currently we have no choice but to wait for more information regarding the 
“reopening” of Israel’s sky. Please keep in mind that the Ministry of Health may even require 
that all of our North American students arrive on the same flight.  At present we recommend 
holding off for the moment on making any travel arrangements. We will of course keep you 
updated as soon as we receive further clarifications.  

Health Insurance Update 



As we noted in our previous correspondence, in order to provide you with the highest level of 
care we are upgrading our insurance coverage. We have recently contracted with EMA CARE 
to supplement our standard insurance package. EMA CARE will be providing us with 
professional guidance in all Covid-19 related issues. In addition to running a twice a week 
medical clinic on campus, we have also contracted EMA Care to provide telemedicine services 
as well as a 24/7 hotline for medical guidance. As we noted in our last mail, we are adding a 
modest NIS 300.00 surcharge to your overall tuition charges to partially offset the additional 
costs that we have incurred for this service. Your parents will see that charge in the tuition 
statement that is being sent to them later today. 
 
Important Note Regarding The Annual Schedule 
 
We are committed to providing you with a full and enriching extracurricular program within the 
whatever guidelines are mandated by the Ministry of Health. Under normal circumstances we 
would have already shared our annual schedule with you. Given the ongoing uncertainty 
regarding regulations and possible restrictions for next year, especially as they may apply to off 
campus activities, we have not yet made the calendar available. We will share it with you closer 
to the date of your arrival.  
 
Pre-Shavuot Yom Iyun  
 
I am pleased to formally invite you to our pre-Shavuot Yom Iyun which I told you about in our 
previous communication. You will find the invitation, complete with links, attached to this mail. I 
am looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Rabbi David Milston 
Rosh HaMidrasha 


